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The Cleveland Museum of Art’s 71st annual juried May Show of works by 
artists and craftsmen of Ohio’s Western Reserve opens earlier than usual— April 4-and 
remains on view through May 27, 1990. The dates of the show, which has 
traditionally opened in May, have fluctuated in recent years— as they did last year, 
when the show opened later than usual-to accommodate the scheduling demands of 
the Museum’s many special exhibitions. 

This year, 1,147 artists entered slides of 2,035 objects. From this group of 
slides, a jury composed of Cleveland Museum curators and invited artists and museum 
professionals selected 479 works for final judging. The out-of-town jurors returned to 
the Museum to view the works with Museum curators, choosing 182 works by 170 
artists for the 1990 show. Six artists received special awards; works by sixteen others 
were cited for special mention. 

Tom Hinson, curator of contemporary art and coordinator of the May Show, 
observes that in the popular categories of painting, graphics, and photography the 
emphasis is once again on realism and recognizable subject matter, whether precisely 
or expressively rendered. Content may be private and meditative or dramatic and 
aggressive, referring to a broad range of historic, artistic, political, environmental, and 
emotional issues of current concern to local as well as national and international 
artists. At the same time, an increased number of abstract works, particularly in 
sculpture, reflects a renewed worldwide interest in non-objective art. 
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Craig Lucas, associate professor of art at Kent State University, received the 
$1,000 painting award for a large, complex, and brilliantly colored composition entitled 
Seedbed: Fusion Test/Blue Parrot . Using oils and Flashe (an acrylic paint resin), 

Lucas built up a composition of repeated forms-circles of purple, red, and green; 
orange shapes resembling seed pods; and short vertical and horizontal brush strokes of 
turquoise, blue, and green. Overlaying this optically resonant, quilt-like field of forms 
and centrally placed are the bright blue silhouetted images of an empty bird cage and, 
isolated just below it, a parrot perched on a ring. Lucas holds a B.F.A. and M.A. from 
Kent State, where he has taught painting and drawing since 1972. His work has 
been exhibited in numerous solo and group shows in Ohio, including earlier May 
Shows; he received a special mention for painting in the 1974 May Show and a special 
mention for graphics in the 1980 show. 

Photographer Lisa Klausner received the $1,000 award in graphics for her 
striking hand-painted black-emd-white photograph, Bovs, which was also selected by 
Museum staff for the Herbert Ascherman, Jr. May Show Purchase Award for 
Photography. Her photo, taken in a harbor in Haiti, focuses on a young boy watching 
two other boys, one steering a boat, the other swimming. Jurors were impressed by 
the photo’s unusual perspective and composition, dramatic color, and shadow patterns. 
Klausner was bom in Sheiker Heights and received her B.F.A. at the University of 
Michigan School of Art in 1981. A free lance photographer in Miami before moving to 
New York City several months ago, she has exhibited her hand-colored photos in 
numerous exhibitions in Florida and in five previous May Shows, receiving a special 
mention for photography in 1984. 

The $1,000 award for sculpture was given to Paul O’Keeffe, assistant professor 
of art at Kent State University, for two steel sculptures entitled Sluice and Cipher . 

Both works are symmetrical, composed of curved, flowing forms created from sheets of 
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plain or perforated steel and steel pipes. In the center of each work are twin cup-like 
steel forms containing soft pools of melted beeswax, which contrast with the rigidity 
and strength of the steel components while emphasizing the vessel character of each 
sculpture. In these prize-winning works, O’Keeffe continues to explore ideas he 
expressed in two steel sculptures which received special mentions in last year’s May 
Show. He has also exhibited in the 1984, 1985, 1987, and 1988 May Shows. A native 
of Ireland, O’Keeffe graduated from the National College of Arts and Design in Dublin 
in 1979; he received his M.F.A. at the University of California (Los Angeles) in 1981, 
coming to Kent State in 1983. 

For the past several years, the crafts category has been dominated by ceramics. 
From the outstanding group of entries in this year’s show, the jury selected Judith 
Salomon’s boldly glazed, sculptural piece. Green Bowl with Wheels, for the $1,000 
crafts award. Associate professor of ceramics at The Cleveland Institute of Art, 
Salomon has been a frequent May Show exhibitor over the past decade. Her 
elliptically shaped bowl, whose walls are formed by slabs of clay, delicately and 
skillfully joined, rests on three wheel-like semi-circular forms that give the work an 
unexpected sense of movement. Salomon received her B.F.A. from Rochester Institute 
of Technology, School for American Craftsmen, in 1975 and an M.F.A. from New York 
State College of Ceramics at Alfred, New York, in 1977. Her ceramic vessels have 
been shown around the country and are in several museum collections. 

The Robert Mann $1,000 award for ceramics went to Akron artist Robert B. 

Yost for his playful and eccentrically shaped stoneware pitcher, and creamer and 
sugar bowl. Like other ceramicists in the show, Yost explores the sculptural and 
decorative possibilities of traditional functional vessels. He works his clay to 
emphasize its sensuous, tactile qualities. After receiving his B.F.A. from the 
University of Akron in 1985, Yost worked as a potter at the Hale Farm and Village in 
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Bath, Ohio, and has recently been teaching ceramics in the University of Akron’s 
continuing education program. He exhibited two stoneware pitchers in the 1988 May 
Show. 

The Horace E. Potter Memorial Award for Excellence in Craftsmanship, 
established in 1949 by the firm of Potter and Mellen, Inc. to honor its founder, is 
awarded each year to a May Show craftsman whose work is judged to meet the 
standards associated with the work of Potter (1873-1948), a master craftsman and 
designer of jewelry, silver, and enamels. The award, a sterling silver medal, is 
handcrafted at Potter and Mellen. 

Recipient of this year’s award is Gary Schlappal, who has exhibited his 
technically inventive and richly embellished stoneware vessels in May Shows since the 
late 1970s. His award-winning entry, entitled Tall Bottle: Marine’s Rhvthm. is a 
dramatically flattened earthenware form covered with complex designs inspired by 
marine organisms and decorated with glazes of pale green, aquamarine, and other 
colors suggesting an underwater environment. His imaginative designs and markings, 
made with a variety of tools, are delicately incised or forcefully gouged into the 
earthenware before it dries. Schlappal, a native of Cleveland, is associate professor of 
ceramics at the University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee. Following graduation from 
Miami University (Ohio), he did post graduate work in ceramics at The Cleveland 
Institute of Art and Kent State University, where he earned an M.F.A. in 1978. His 
work has been widely exhibited and has won numerous awards including the 1978 
May Show award for crafts. 

The following artists received special mentions for their work: 

Painting: Thomas H. Frontini, Peter Kaniaris, Scott Miller, Ken Nevadomi 

Sculpture: Ginna Brand, Robert Buganski, Fred Maier 

Photography: Billy Falin, Glenn A. Kotnik, Timothy G. O’Neill 
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Graphics: Barbara Gillette, Mary Owen Rosenthal, Phyllis Seltzer 

Crafts: Brent J. Marshall, Mary C. L. Organ, Martha Young 

Four guest jurors served on the 1990 May Show jury. Frances Barth, senior 
critic, painting, at the Graduate School of Art at Yale University, and Neal Benezra, 
curator, 20th-century painting and sculpture at The Art Institute of Chicago, served on 
the juries for painting, sculpture, photography, and graphics. Edward S. Cooke, Jr., 
assistant curator of American decorative arts and sculpture at the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston, and Wayne Higby, professor of ceramics at the New York State College 
of Ceramics, Alfred, assisted in judging craft entries. 

Gallery talks on the May Show will be given at 1:30 pm on opening day, 
Wednesday, April 4, and Sunday, April 8, and again on Wednesday, May 23, and 
Sunday, May 27. A slide tape. The 1990 Mav Show, will be shown continuously in 
the Museum’s audio-visual center while the exhibition is on view. 

The 1990 May Show is assisted by a grant from the Ohio Arts Council. 

# # # 

For more information, photographs, or slides, please contact Ann Edwards or Denise 
Horstman, Public Information, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 



